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1. Title of the invention 

Method for dividing a brittle material 

2 . CI aims 

A method for dividing a plate-shaped brittle 
plate material comprising the steps of forming a 
groove on the surface of a plate-shaped brittle 
material by means of a mechanical cutting tool; 
irradiating the brittle material along this groove 
with a laser beam, an infrared beam, or a similar 
beam having a wavelength highly absorptive to the 
brittle material, and having such power as not to 
melt or evaporate the brittle material; and thereby 
dividing the brittle material along this groove. 
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